
Barbara Klipper:  ASD and Library Programming Ideas 



     Making a Program Autism-Friendly Check List 
 
Inclusion: __Yes__ No                   Registration: __Yes__ No 
 
Pre-program preparation: 
__ Social Story __open house __letter to parents 
__ pictures or videos on webpage 
__ other _________________ 
 
Modifications: 
____ group size ______age range ____ # of adults 
 
Will the adults be: __ librarians __ pages __ volunteers __ parents 
__ other _________________ 
 
Environmental checklist:  
__ remove or hide distractions __ deal with lights __designate seating 
__ provide a quiet corner __ control noise 
__ other _________________ 
 
Communicate expectations:  
__ visual or written schedule__ transition warnings __ turn-taking 

object __ individual supplies __ written or visual behavior guide-   
lines __ other ____________________ 

 
Dealing with sensory and motor skills issues:  

__ fidgets available __ gluten free snack alternatives __material 
alternatives __ scheduled sensory break __ adaptive supplies 
__ other ____________________ 

 
Other content changes, adaptations or supports:  
 
______________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________ 
 
Prepared by: Barbara Klipper barbaraklipper.librarian@gmail.com 
Please do not reproduce without attribution 



How Would You Make This Program Autism-Friendly? 
 

 
Monthly Book Discussion 

 
Once a month your library offers a book discussion for 8-12 year olds.  
You advertise the program and you make sure to have multiple 
copies of the book available for check out throughout the month.  
Registration is required. Attendance is usually around 15-20 children. 
The program runs for about one hour.   
 
Although the librarian picks the books for discussion, the children are 
asked for suggestions.  Books selected are almost always middle 
grade fiction.  
 
The children are expected to read the book alone at home before the 
session.  To guide the discussion, the librarian asks some simple 
comprehension questions followed by more interpretive questions.  
Participants sit around tables in the program room.  Parents and 
siblings don’t stay in the room.  There are snacks, most often 
consisting of chips, cookies and juice, which are eaten during the 
discussion. Children usually raise their hands when they want to 
speak, but it isn’t required.  Sometimes they just chime in with a 
thought or idea.      
 
Sometimes the discussion is supplemented with material related to 
the book; viewing a website that relates to the topic of the book, for 
example.   
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Some things to try: 

1. Limit the group to 10 
2. Discuss informational books, not fiction 
3. Use a turn-taking object 
4. Provide gluten-free snacks 

 
 



How Would You Make This Program Autism-Friendly? 
            

Cupcake Decorating 
 
From time to time you offer cupcake decorating for grades 4-6.  It is 
always a big hit, so you require registration and limit enrollment to 20 
children.  The program is held in your program room.  Participants sit 
around tables.   
 
Two librarians run the program.  You buy or make plain chocolate 
and vanilla cupcakes in advance, enough for each participant to get 
six cupcakes to decorate.   
 
When the children come into the room they go to a large table in the 
front where they get their cupcakes on a paper plate.  On the table 
are tubs of different flavored icing, tubes of icing for writing, sprinkles, 
assorted candies and other items for decorating.  The children pick 
out their own decorating supplies and take them to other tables to 
work. 
 
The librarians circulate around the room giving suggestions, bringing 
supplies and commenting on the designs.  Cupcake cookbooks are 
available with pictures of possible designs to give the kids ideas.  
Kids are asked not to eat the cupcakes until the end of the program, 
but there are enough of the candies and other decorating items to 
snack on during the work period. 
 
At the end of the decorating (about 45 minutes), the children put their 
creations on display on the tables. Everyone walks around the room 
and looks at all of the creations.  After that, the kids can go back and 
eat one or two of their cupcakes.  Plastic wrap is provided so they 
can cover up the rest to bring home.  The entire program with 
cleanup takes 1½ hours.  
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Some things to try: 

1. Offer individual decorating supplies 
2. Provide one cupcake at a time, some gluten free 
3. Use visual supports to show steps in the decorating process 



How Would You Make This Program Autism-Friendly? 
 

 
LEGO® Club 

 
Your library does a once a month drop-in LEGO® building program.  
It is open to children in grades 3-6.  Parents don’t stay.  One librarian 
runs the program, with a page assistant who helps with materials.  
 
The program takes place after school in the late afternoon.  It runs for 
one hour.  You set up tables around the library’s program room.  On 
each table you put a few LEGO® bases and a big tub of assorted 
LEGO® pieces.  Children choose the table where they want to work.  
You try to keep the number of kids at each table fairly equal. 
Attendance varies—from a low of ten kids to a high of about 50.   
 
The children have 40 minutes to build something.  They can work 
alone or in pairs or groups.  After the building period is over, you ask 
if anyone wants to explain what he/she did to the other children, and 
you ask everyone to listen politely to whoever is talking. After the 
explanation, other children can comment on what was done or ask 
questions.    
 
After the talking you take pictures of everyone’s creations and email 
them to parents if desired.  You end the program with a snack and 
then a clean-up time.  
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Some things to try: 

1. Offer individual building supplies including some pre-designed 
kits 

2. Make sure some snack options are gluten free 
3. Set up a table or two where a few children can work without 

being jostled or overwhelmed 
4. Provide a visual and verbal schedule of the program 
5. Allow parents to stay in the room or nearby  



How Would You Make This Program Autism-Friendly? 
 

Teen Advisory Group (TAG) Meeting 
 
Your library has a TAG that meets one time a month after school 
during the school year.  The meetings run for two hours and they are 
co-led by two librarians.  Bags of chips and sodas are available for 
the teens to eat during the meeting.  Anyone in middle or high school 
can come to the meetings.  There is no registration and no 
requirement to come each month, so while there are some regulars, 
the membership varies each month. There can be anywhere from 15-
25 people at a meeting. 
 
The teens sit around a large table in the library’s Board Room.  There 
is no assigned seating, and the members tend to sit with their friends.  
Even so, they are not cliquish, and are friendly and welcoming to new 
attendees.  
 
The agenda of each meeting is pretty similar.  Meetings always start 
out with the introduction of new attendees, followed by member news 
(birthdays, trips, college acceptances, etc.).  Then the librarians talk 
about teen events held at the library since the last meeting and 
upcoming teen events. Upcoming events for the group (like a field trip 
or other special activity) are also discussed at this time. There are no 
set rules for how members speak in the group, but they are asked to 
listen to each other and not to interrupt each other. Some raise 
hands, others don’t. 
 
After the introductory activities, there is a fitness or movement break 
for about ten minutes.  This consists of a giant “rock, scissors, paper” 
tournament, or a game of beach ball volleyball or something similar.   
 
After the movement break, each meeting has a main activity that 
differs each month.  Sometimes it is a guest speaker, or a discussion 
of possible teen events to offer at the library.  At the December 
meeting the teens work as a group to decorate the children’s room for 
the winter holidays.  In March they decide on the theme for the 
library’s teen summer reading club. 
  



After the main activity, members who volunteered to do so at the last 
meeting booktalk a YA or appropriate adult title for the group.  Then, 
members volunteer to present booktalks at the next meeting.  
 
The meeting ends with the members selecting free YA ARCs to take 
home and keep, from an assortment placed on a front table.  The 
teens tend to run up and grab these in a mad rush.  
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Some things to try: 

1. Use a turn-taking object 
2. Offer alternative snacks 
3. Organize and structure the ARC giveaway 
4. Incorporate sensory integration activities into the break time 

 



How Would You Make This Program Autism-Friendly? 
 

Teen Wii Bowling 
 
Your library has a Wii system and a large screen TV in your program 
room.  During a school vacation week you offer a Wii bowling 
tournament for teens.  Anyone age 13-18 can attend.  Registration is 
required.  One librarian leads the program.  A page assists, keeping 
score and helping with the program in general. 
 
You have controllers for two teens to play at a time.  Registration is 
limited to 12 teens (all that can fit comfortably in the room with space 
to play).  There isn’t anything planned for the teens who aren’t 
playing. Some of them watch the ones who are playing, or cheer 
them on.  Sometimes the teens that aren’t playing will sit in a corner 
of the room talking to each other or texting on their phones.  You 
allow this behavior.  The room can get quite noisy and chaotic.   
 
The program lasts 90 minutes.  Each teen usually gets to play for 
about 15 minutes of that time.  
 
Created by:  Barbara Klipper 
 
Some things to try: 

1. Provide a structured activity for teens waiting to play (in another 
area if the gaming room is too noisy) 

2. Recruit an additional teen or adult to monitor the alternate 
activity 

3. Provide visual behavioral expectations   
 
 


